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PLYMOUTH - 
Earth Day may have been in April, but Wal-Mart was looking pretty green last Friday, when the retail giant rewarded two Plymouth middle school students for their essays encouraging environmental responsibility.

Elizabeth Tosi, 12, a sixth-grader at Plymouth Community Intermediate School, and Haley Clark, 13, a seventh-grader at Plymouth South Middle School, received gift cards worth $500, gift bags full of natural goods, and handshakes from state Senate President Therese Murray at Wal-Mart Friday.

Elizabeth wrote her essay about recycling at home and at school, but she did it in an unusual way, in the voice of a dog.

“I wrote that I was a pampered poodle and needed to cut down on my shower time,” Elizabeth said.

Haley wrote about the things she and her family do to lead eco-friendly lives.

“We recycle about 12 pounds of stuff every week,” Haley said. “We go to the transfer station twice a week, we have six bins for recycling, and we try not to throw anything away.”

Senate President Murray said the message both girls sent with their essays is an important one.

“If we don’t do what they wrote about, we won’t have the energy resources we need for the future,” Murray said.

She said a bill covering all aspects of renewable energy and conservation will be presented to the Legislature sometime in the next two weeks.

The principals of both were both on hand to receive $1,000 checks from Wal-Mart for their schools. 

John Siever, principal at PSMS, said the money would be used to help support recycling efforts in the fall.

Both girls said they were going to get iTouches, the latest Apple music and video player, with their gift cards.

