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Work on a proposed Wal-Mart supercenter is expected to begin on this parcel of land in the fall.—STAFF PHOTO BY JENNIFER OSBORN

ELLSWORTH — Construction on a $10-million Wal-Mart supercenter off Myrick Street is expected to start in September. 

Wal-Mart Supercenter Facts 

Size: 198,730 square feet 

Location: Myrick Street 

Cost: $10 million 

Jobs: 200 

Fees Paid to City to Date: $238,044.86 

“We are scheduled to go out to bid on this project on July 24,” said Wal-Mart spokesman Philip Serghini. 

The bid process will take about four weeks with construction beginning a few weeks after that, he said. 

Construction of a supercenter takes about a year, the spokesman said. 

The future of the existing Wal-Mart building on Route 3 is unknown. 

“This is a planned relocation, so once we open the new store we will close the existing one and either sell or lease the property,” said Serghini. 

The city of Ellsworth issued a building permit for the proposed 198,730-square-foot structure last August. 

Ellsworth building permits are valid for three years provided at least a third of the work is done each year, according to Deputy Code Enforcement Officer Lori Roberts. 

The city has taken in $238,044.86 in development and permit fees for the supercenter. This includes $33,784.10 for the building permit and $44,600 for a sewer connection. Wal-Mart will pay an additional $159,660.76 in a development fee before the city issues an occupancy permit. 

Roberts said Code Enforcement Officer Dwight Tilton has issued sign permits as well. 

The Wal-Mart supercenter store is slated as an anchor store for a proposed shopping center that would line Myrick Street and Route 3, next to The Home Depot. 

Development of the surrounding 26-store shopping center, Acadia Crossing II, hinges on construction of the supercenter. 

“Everybody wants to know when the anchor’s going to be up and open,” said Bob Frazier, vice president of development for the firm developing the project, W/S Development Associates, which is based in Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

Frazier said he isn’t sure if his firm’s leasing group has signed any tenants for the proposed 26 stores. 

Frazier described signing tenants as a “domino effect.” 

“The smaller ones usually want to know when the larger ones are going to be open,” said Frazier. 

Frazier is optimistic about filling the retail outlet. 

“In a general sense, the economy is slowing down,” Frazier said. It affects the way people operate and they’re probably going to be more conservative, he said. “They’re still in the business of doing business. Retailers are still looking for outlets to service their customers.” 

Frazier said retailers may be looking to build more outlets in light of gas prices. 

The International Council of Shopping Centers held its annual convention in May in Las Vegas. 

“There was a lot of activity out there,” Frazier said. “The leasing people had more meetings than they’ve ever had.” 

At least two years will likely pass before area shoppers see more than the supercenter, The Home Depot and Lowe’s on Beckwith Hill. Frazier said signing tenants takes about a year and building the stores takes another year.


