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STATE HOUSE, TWO OTHER BUILDINGS TO UNDERGO ENERGY AUDITS
CONCORD -             The first-ever energy audit of  the State House and two other  government buildings begins today, the result of a unique public-private partnership between the National Governors Association and Wal-Mart Stores.

            Audits will also be conducted at the Department of Transportation’s Morton Building and the Department of Safety on Hazen Drive.

            New Hampshire was one of only 20 states which will receive a grant through the “Greening State Capitols” partnership.

            Legislation this year, introduced by Rep. Daniel Eaton (D-Stoddard) called for funding an energy audit but was amended  to having one conducted if outside funds could be found.

             “There have been selective upgrades done on the electrical system at the State House over the years,” Eaton said, but there is so much that needs to be updated…the electrical system, the heating and air conditioning systems.” At this time, there are individual air units in offices throughout the State House, but none in the hallways where a number of irreplaceable portraits hang, or the Hall of Flags, which houses many historic flags.

            The state’s Capitol building was first occupied in 1819.

            Wal-Mart provides an engineering team that spends two days in each facility and will suggest energy efficiency improvements based on technologies Wal-Mart has used in thousands of its buildings around the world.

            Areas covered by the audit will include lighting; heating, ventilation and air conditioning; refrigeration and other equipment; efficient technologies such as programmable thermostats, and building structure, including insulation and windows.

            After the audit, the engineers will, within three to four weeks, create a written report that details the recommended energy efficiency improvements and estimated costs to the state as well as the potential energy savings.

