Super Wal-Mart breaking ground in Sanford 
City leaders say that the store will help revitalize the downtown and draw other retail investment. 

By NOEL K. GALLAGHER, Staff Writer June 12, 2008 

SANFORD SUPER WAL-MART
LOCATION: 1930 Main St., Sanford

ESTIMATED COST: $20 million

SIZE: About 30 acres.

Sanford and development officials will break ground today on a Super Wal-Mart anchoring the town's largest retail development.

The $20 million, 30-acre project, which will also have a Lowe's Home Improvement store, is on Route 109 in south Sanford across from Sanford Regional Airport. The groundbreaking will take place at 10 a.m.

One unique aspect of the project is a tax-increment-financing arrangement that funnels some of the new tax money directly into downtown improvements. The goal, city leaders say, is to help revitalize the downtown while having a large national retailer act as a magnet for other retail investment.

"This will be a drawing card," said Joseph Hanslip, chairman of the town council.

Sanford Economic Affairs Director Les Stevens agreed.

"We have tried to create a culture that doesn't pit big-box national development against downtown development," Stevens said. "A modern community can have a national big-box store in certain parts of the community where appropriate and still have a downtown village center."

The project will generate about $300,000 in new taxes every year. Under the TIF arrangement, $75,000 will go into the town general fund. Of the remaining $225,000, 70 percent will be funneled to downtown and mill area improvements, such as new sidewalks and benches. The remainder will be used for economic development in areas outside the downtown.

Despite the souring economy, Stevens said there is no concern about attracting other tenants.

"Super Wal-Mart is such a magnet that there is no doubt in my mind it will generate a lot of other retail investment in south Sanford and the neighborhood," he said. "People just want to be close to them."

The Super Wal-Mart will be about 198,000 square feet and have a full grocery store and other specialty shops, such as a pharmacy and optical center. An existing Wal-Mart, also in south Sanford, will close and those employees will be moved to the new Super Wal-Mart, joining about 200 new employees, according to Wal-Mart spokesman Philip H. Serghini.

The Wal-Mart is tentatively scheduled to open next summer, Serghini said.

As part of the development, a new traffic roundabout is being constructed at the intersection of routes 4 and 109.

Staff Writer Noel K. Gallagher can be contacted at 282-8226 or at:

ngallagher@pressherald.com
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