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	ELLSWORTH — The Hancock County District Attorney’s Office has a new crime-fighting tool courtesy of the Ellsworth Wal-Mart. 
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New camera will be used to photograph crime scenes, injuries, fingerprints and other evidence.—STAFF PHOTO BY JENNIFER OSBORN

The store donated $1,400 to the DA’s office, which purchased a Nikon digital camera to use to photograph crime scenes and injuries on victims. The photos will be used as evidence in court to prosecute criminals. 

Detective Stephen McFarland, who investigates crimes against women for the DA’s office, has been using the camera to take photographs of fingerprints and stains as well. 

“It does real good work,” McFarland said. 

The camera allows McFarland to shoot close-ups, which was useful when he had to capture numbers printed on miniature cameras that had been hidden in a bathroom at a Cranberry Isle residence. 

In that case, a federal grand jury in March indicted former Islesford resident Daniel Poulin on one count of production of child pornography. 

District Attorney Michael Povich said his office had previously been using a “point and shoot” camera, which did not produce quality photographs or close-ups. Povich noted that some of the photographs presented as evidence last summer in the prosecution of Peter Mills and Stephanie Stark were out of focus. 

A jury convicted Mills and Stark in 2007 of numerous counts of gross sexual assault in attacks on three women in Hancock County. Mills is serving a 10-year prison sentence and Stark a seven-year sentence. 

Povich noted that his office had money left over from the Wal-Mart grant after paying for the camera. The office will start a capital equipment fund to pay for equipment, which the county would not fund such as a laptop computer to project photographs and videos in court proceedings. 


