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CLARKSVILLE, N.H. - Snowmobilers rose to the occasion earlier in the year,

and now the latest contribution to preserving five pristine miles of

Connecticut River frontage comes in the form of a $500,000 grant from

Wal-Mart.

"We'd gotten advance word that the award was coming our way, but we never

count our chickens until we have the cash," said Jack Savage, vice-president

of outreach and communication for the Society for the Protection of New

Hampshire's Forests. "That was the last large grant that we were counting on

and hoping for."

The grant arrived last week and was made possible by the Acres For America

program, which is a partnership between Wal-Mart Stores Inc. and the

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

"It's part of a pledge [Wal-Mart] made in 2005 to offset on an acre-by-acre

basis their entire domestic facilities footprint," said Peter Stangel,

director of science and evaluation for NFWF. "For every acre occupied by one

of their stores or distribution centers, they are protecting one acre of

permanent conservation land. The [Connecticut River] project is part of

their commitment. We think that's pretty special."

Stangel said the North Country project came to the surface through a

national competition. "We only fund two or three projects a year," he said.

"This was one deemed important on a national scale for several reasons,

particularly because it benefits the Eastern Brook Trout."

Stangel said the five-mile stretch of the Connecticut River is a significant

river system for the Eastern Brook Trout, and a healthy trout population

equals a healthy ecosystem. The river frontage runs along Route 3 from

Clarksville to Pittsburg and features wetlands, streams and bounties of

wildlife.

"This is the 13th project we've done on [Wal-Mart's] behalf," said Stangel.

"It's a very impressive part of their sustainability program. To date,

Wal-Mart has helped conserve more than 410,000 acres nationwide."

The final fund-raising numbers for the $2.8 million preservation campaign,

which began in the fall and ended June 30, won't be available for a few more

weeks, said Savage. But with the money in hand, the Forest Society can now

purchase the river frontage from private landowners who for decades have

managed it.

"The 2.8 million we're finishing off covers not only the purchase price, but

legal fees," said Savage. "We have to do all the title and deed research,

timber and wildlife inventories, and make sure there's no hazardous waste.

There's a tremendous amount of due diligence that goes into acquiring a

piece of property."

The success of the fund-raiser was made possible through several grants and

individual donors, one of whom, anonymously, contributed $900,000. Members

of the Pittsburg Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, the Twin Mountain Snowmobile

Club and the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association also kicked in to keep

their beloved Trail 128 from the hands of developers.

Gail Hanson, executive director of the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association

and editor of its official publication "Sno Traveler," worked with Savage to

get the word out on the preservation effort. She ran an ad in "Sno Traveler"

and posted a blurb on the snowmobile association's Web site.

"It's a very important piece of trail that we all need," said Hanson. "It's

a main corridor trail and connects Colebrook with Pittsburg. It's also a

great piece of conservation land and has great river valley view and views

of Canada and has a lot of wildlife - moose, deer, snowshoe rabbits, a lot a

grouse.

"Snowmobiling is very important in New Hampshire and a major trail is very

important to the economy of the North Country," she said.

Savage said the Forest Society will continue to manage the area as a

multi-use working forest and is expected to name the forest later this year.

