Wal-Mart opens; announces donations

[image: image1.png]



     MAKING IT OFFICIAL—The ribbon was cut at ceremonies on March 7 officially opening the new Wal-Mart Supercenter in Woodsville. Shown above (l-r) are Wal-Mart managers Baldomero Silva, Kim Albright, David McDowell, Lower Cohase Chamber of Commerce President Judy Jowell, James Graham from Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank and Rick Ladd from the Haverhill Selectboard.

                                     

HAVERHILL—A new era in Woodsville commenced on Friday as the long-awaited Wal-Mart Supercenter opened its doors and dozens of customers flowed in following a 7:30 a.m. ribbon-cutting ceremony. The grand opening came after an open house held the night before for employees, their family members and invited guests. At the event, representatives from the retail giant presented several donations to area nonprofit groups, clubs and municipal government officials.

After an invocation by Pastor David Lee of the Newbury Bible Church, Leonard Wood, assistant store manager, opened the evening program to a standing room-only crowd. Several people were acknowledged for their help in bringing Wal-Mart to the area. Wood and Store Manager David McDowell also thanked their employees for all their efforts in getting the store set-up and ready to open in four and one-half weeks. According to McDowell, it typically takes five to six weeks to do the job. 

After the acknowledgments, Wood and McDowell presented contributions from the Wal-Mart Foundation to several area groups, including $1,000 each to Little Rivers Health Care, UNH Cooperative Extension 4-H youth development and Tri-County Community Action Program Head Start; $2,500 each to the town of Haverhill for the restoration of the Bath-Haverhill Covered Bridge, the Woodsville Fire Department, the Haverhill Police Department and the Horse Meadow Senior Center; and $5,000 to the Haverhill Cooperative School District for the after school program.

Additionally, the North Haverhill VFW was presented with two new flags and the Haverhill Cemetery Commission received 700 gravesite flags. Also, Coca-Cola, a Wal-Mart vendor, made donations of $1,000 each to the Haverhill Recreation Department and the Haverhill Cooperative Nursery School. The final award of the evening was given to the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth (CHaD). Another vendor, Pepsi, donated $1,000, and Wal-Mart’s employees raised $400 for ChaD through food sales, other activities and remaining accident-free for a length of time.

After the program, attendees took a tour of the new store and were treated to refreshments. 

At the ribbon-cutting on Friday morning, Pastor George Hemway of the Trinity Church of the Nazarene delivered the invocation and the VFW presented the colors. 

Early impacts
The Woodsville Supercenter was one of 81 stores Wal-Mart will open nationwide during the month of March. Seventy-three of those were opened last week, but the Woodsville store was the only one to open in New England. The $18,000 total in contributions was consistent with the amount donated in those other communities hosting new stores. 

Thus far, Wal-Mart has hired 250 new employees and they are still hiring for the 300 planned jobs at the store.

The 156,400 square foot building dwarfs any other existing commercial or industrial space in the town. Town Manager Glenn English estimated that the next largest building would be Upper Valley Press that occupies approximately 60,000 square feet of space in the business park in North Haverhill. 

In addition to the construction on the Supercenter itself, Wal-Mart’s arrival has heralded other building and infrastructure changes in town. Most notably, traffic light signals have been installed along Route 10 south of the intersection with Route 302, at the intersection, and on Route 302 west of the intersection, and pedestrian crossings and crosswalks have been marked out. 

Last year, Wal-Mart donated an office building belonging to former site owners Tembec Lumber to the Haverhill Cooperative School District. That building was moved across the street to Woodsville Elementary School where it will be used for pre-kindergarten classes and office space. 

Also, Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank has left its branch site at Shaw’s Supermarket on Central Street for a location inside Wal-Mart. Foggs Hardware expanded into a new and larger store adjacent to its previous Woodsville location. And the VIP auto parts and service chain is also planning to open a store near Wal-Mart.
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