Wal-Mart steps up to the plate
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PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Girls Softball has received a $52,500 community grant from Wal-Mart Stores to help complete the fundraising for the Babe Ruth 16-and-under softball World Series.

Jim Stimpson, president of Pittsfield Girls Softball and the head of the World Series organizing committee, said Wal-Mart's community grant, combined with a $5,000 donation from TD Bank North, has allowed the group to raise the $110,000 needed to host the event Aug. 1-8.

"This puts us on a break-even keel," Stimpson said.

Stimpson said Pittsfield Girls Softball had raised roughly half of the $110,000 needed through in-kind donations. The softball league was required to pay the Babe Ruth a $40,000 fee to host the World Series.

The 16-and-under World Series will be held at Gerald S. Doyle Sr. Memorial Park on Benedict Road. It will be the first Babe Ruth softball World Series ever held in New England.

The host Pittsfield Stars and nine regional champions from across the country will participate in the event. An opening banquet is scheduled for July 31 at Burbank Park's Controy Pavilion.

Damon W. Coffman, manager of Pittsfield's Wal-Mart store, said his store last year gave $60,000 in grants and donations to organizations in the Berkshires.

However, the community grant to Pittsfield Girls Softball includes contributions from all 46 Wal-Mart stores in Massachusetts, plus five stores in New Hampshire and one in Vermont. The Vermont and New Hampshire stores are part of the zone that includes the Pittsfield Wal-Mart, Coffman said.

"This fits into what we're trying to do for the community," he said.

Stimpson said the organizing committee first approached Beth Barbarotta, the Pittsfield Wal-Mart's community involvement coordinator, when seeking the grant. Wal-Mart Marketing Manager Mark Warren, who supervises 10 stores, and regional Vice President Paul Busby also helped Pittsfield Girls' Softball receive the funding.

